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	                      Cast
Nigel Forbes........................Mark Austin
Max Goodman.....................Phil Bowditch
Jill Prentice......................... Katy Belben
Ann Forbes..........................Linda Campbell
[bookmark: _GoBack]Detective Inspector Berry.... Ian Campbell

                  Director
                Ian Campbell

Synopsis
Playwrights. Max and Nigel, had previously collaborated on the number of successful plays. With their financial resources rapidly dwindling, they decide to create a victim and then fit the mystery plot around the dead body. Problems arise when they blur the line between fiction and real life.
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Gripping story not always on cue

A Sting In The Tale, West
Moors Drama Society,
Memorial Hall, West Moors

THIS play is essentially a
thriller but, in the hands of the
quirky working partnership of
Mark Austin & Phil Bowditch,
playing Nigel Forbes and Max
Goodman, two almost broke
playwrights trying to devise the
perfect murder, it soon turned
into a comedy.

That is in no way a criticism
of the cast, because the humour
added a dimension that might
otherwise have been lacking
and certainly did not detract

from a gripping story Line with
plenty of twists and furns.

Katy Belben gave a confident
performance as the men’s much
murdered and rarely paid sec-
retary, Jill, while Linda
Campbell was just right as
Nigel's unpleasant wife, Ann.

Tan Campbell, who also direct.
ed, gave a lovely characteri
tion as Detective Inspector
Berry, although his goatee

beard gave him an Abanazer-
like appearance that made him
~ totally erroneously - ook like
the villain of the piece.

On the down side, there was a
ponderousness - caused main-
ly, 1 think, by uncertainty of
Iines - that made the play drag
on occasions, and lighting and
sound cues were not always
accurate, o that lights went
on and off several seconds
after the switch was touched
and telephones rang at the
wrong moment ~ but doesn't
every murder have its faults?

Linda Kirkman
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Twists and turns

of murder mystery

WEST Moors Memorial Hall
sees the welcome return of
local double act Mark Austin
and Phil Bowditch next
week, when the spoof &
mystery A Sting in the 1
takes o the stag,

Phil and Mark play Max
Goodman and Nigel Forbes,
the once-successtul play-
wrights of crime drama com.
peting with mounting debts
and writers block,

The modus operandi has
always been to work through
their plots during the creative
process. Now Nigel has a.
nagging, alcoholic wife who
Just happens to be insured for
£200,000, and the attractive
secretary, Jill, knows a bit
more than shé should,

But s Detective Inspector
Berry all he seems?” The plot
thickens,

By the end of this Brian
Clemens and Dennis Spooner
play, you don’t know who
has been murdered, by whom
or why, until the final scenc.
an Campbell directs the play
and also plays DI Berry. The
cast includes Katy Belben as
Jill and Linda Campbell as
Anne,

It s performed at t;
Memorial Hall on 2:

and 27th April at 7





